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HISTORy-HONOURS

PAPER-HISA-I

Time Allotted: 4 Hours Full Marks: 100

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Candidates should answer in their own words
and adhere to the word limit as practicable.
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Answer Question No.1 and any four questions from the rest
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1. Answer any four questions from the following:
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(a) What were the characteristics of microlith tools? Give some examples.
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(b) Explain the significance of Mehirgarh excavation.
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(c) Write a brief note on the seals of the Harappan civilization.
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(d) Write a short note on the 'Varna; system in the Vedic period.
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(e) Distinguish between 'gahapatis' and 'setthis'.
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(t) Write a short note QnKautilya' s 'Artha Shastra' .
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(g) What do you understand by Sangam literature?
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(h) Assess the importance ofland grants of the Gupta period.
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Group-B
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Answer any four questions from the following
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2. Assess the importance of inscriptions and coins as sources for reconstructing
the history of Ancient India.
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3. How could you explain the extent of the Harappan civilization? Do you
agr~e with Mortimer Wheeler's (1947) view of Aryan invasion as the
ultimate cause of the decline ofHarappan civilization?
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4.
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Explain the fundamental characteristics of the economic life of the Vedic .
period. What changes do you notice in the later Vedic period?
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5. Which were Sixteen Mahajanapadas? How could you explain the emergence
ofMagadha as an imperial power in 6th Century B.C.?
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6. Do you think that Ashoka's 'Dhamma' was primarily responsible for the
decline of the Mauryan empire?
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7. Assess the political and cultural significance of the Kushana rule in India.
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8. Discuss the course and nature of Saka-Satavahana conflict.
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9. The Gupta period saw both prosperity and decline in the sphere of economy
and culture. - Elucidate.
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10. Critically assess the achievements of Harshavardhana.
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